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The following CDL Environmental Policy covers the implementation and enforcement of CDL’s 
environmental vision and charter. It includes all areas of CDL’s activities and will result in an 
Environmental Management System based on the principles of ISO 14001 which CDL aim to 
have completed by the 4th quarter of 2011. CDL will implement the preservation of the 
environment into its business principles and guidelines. 
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CDL’s Green Vision 
“CDL is committed to protecting the natural environment in the communities where it does 
business and will proactively promote the preservation and renewal of resources and will 
consistently practice socio-ecological responsibility in all operations with a focus on the 
continuous interests of current and future generations.” 
 
Sean Durack (CDL Environmental Management Representative) 
 
 
CDL’s Green Charter 
1. CDL incorporates in its business principles and processes efforts to maintain and improve 

the environment through careful use of resources, avoidance of waste and responsible 
conduct in all environmental issues. 

2. CDL will comply with all environmental laws and regulations as well as the requirements of 
customers and other business partners. CDL will support business partners in achieving 
their regulatory objectives.  

3. CDL will establish ecologically responsible conduct as an integral element of its 
management review process and will define corporate goals for environmental protection 

4. CDL will implement a documentation process for all environmental issues (related to its 
business activities) which facilitates reviews and audits whenever required.  

5. CDL will seek preferred partner status with suppliers and customers, based on its 
environmental strategy. 

6. CDL will include all employees and other major stakeholders in regular communication 
regarding its environmental efforts. 
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Why 
There are many good reasons why CDL should have an environmental policy and 
subsequently, an environmental management system:  
1. It is the right thing to do, as the preservation of the environment and sustainable conduct of 

business contribute to long-term survival and success.  
2. It is increasingly required by our customers and suppliers and will improve cooperation with 

both groups.  
3. It will encourage potential employees to join CDL.  
4. It will reduce CDL’s impact on the environment, by saving raw material and energy, and will 

help CDL to comply with laws and regulations.  
5. It will improve cost control, although not necessarily save costs.  
6. It will improve CDL’s image in the marketplace, with all stakeholders (customers, suppliers 

and employees, communities and authorities) 
 
What 
Many areas of CDL’s activities impact the environment and the first task will be to review 
possible environmental enhancements. Going forward, the environmental Policy will include the 
following aspects: 
1. CDL will create a forward-looking and dynamic environmental project plan. The first phase 

will be defined by actions that help us to achieve the same environmental status as many of 
our business partners. 

2. CDL will introduce a Group Environmental Management System (EMS) based on ISO 14001 
as the benchmark. All sites will be certified and comply with its recommendations and 
guidelines.  

3. Recommendations and guidelines of the CDL EMS should be respected by all employees, 
business partners and contractors.  

4. All CDL managers are responsible for execution of the guidelines and prompt action in case 
of violations or problems.  

5. Apart from some basic guidelines, CDL’s environmental Policy is based on encouragement 
and active participation by all constituencies. 

 
Fields of Action (precise measurable goals to be defined):  
1. Work Environment: CDL will provide to its employees with a safe and healthy working 

environment 
2. Energy & Materials: CDL will continue to improve its environmental performance by:  

 Minimising waste (incl. separation & recycling)  

 Usage of recycled materials (where applicable)  

 Recycling of packaging materials  

 Usage of biodegradable materials  

 Efficient use of water and energy (better power management equipment wherever 
possible)  

 Substitution of energy sources by renewable sources  

 Other internationally respected aspects of materials usage 
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3. Transportation (Logistics): CDL logistics will evaluate its transportation partners for 

environmental goals/behaviour and encourage its partners to set goals for higher efficiency in 
transportation.  

4. Travel: CDL will use technology such as video conferencing to optimise travel behaviour and 
seek ways to minimize the carbon impact of its travel.  

5. Car Policy: wherever applicable, CDL will encourage and foster a car policy that will reduce 
its carbon footprint.  

6. IT: CDL will use IT resources and expertise to help reduce energy consumption of its 
electronics infrastructure. 

 
When 
CDL will strive to achieve an ISO 14001 compliant environmental management system by the 
4th quarter of 2011. All the above actions shall depending on the rate of progress by location by 
then be implemented or goals defined for reduction and recycling metrics. CDL will continue to 
set new milestones for each fiscal year that will be approved by the CDL board and then 
executed. 
 
 
 
 
 
To date CDL has actively demonstrated commitment to reduction of the carbon footprint by the 
following actions: 
 
1. Capital investment in shredding machinery that converts disused boxes into filling material 

for packing. CDL has reduced its waste by one skip per week by employing this machinery.  
2. ‘Padpak’ environmentally friendly filling material using brown sustainably sourced material.   
3. Electric delivery vehicles – We have undergone tests with Modec and are trailing the 

vehicle on one of our delivery rounds. Subject to the successful trial we will be purchasing 
these vehicles for our London bound deliveries. 

4. CDL has changed its pallet wrap to an environmentally friendly substitute material. 
5. All pallets and boxes are reused wherever possible. 
6. Temperature monitors have been fitted within the warehouses to monitor temperatures 

every 15 minutes to save on unnecessary heating. Ceiling fans have been fitted that turn on 
automatically in the afternoons to push down the warm air, therefore reduce heating. 

7. Energy saving light bulbs and sensors have been fitted in offices. 
8. Since June 2010 CDL has been registered to act as a Carrier and Broker of 

Controlled Waste. All of our waste is disposed of in a controlled manner and 
additionally we can provide advise and recycling services to our customers. 
Please see certificate to follow: 
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